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| Les Thornton: 


THE WORLD IGNORES 


OFFICIAL 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
2—HULK HOGAN 
3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
4—PEDRO MORALES 
5—THE HANGMAN 
6—TONY ATLAS 
7—PAT PATTERSON 
8—TONY GAREA 
9—RICK MARTEL 

10—RICK McGRAW 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 


Champion: VERNE GAGNE 
1—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
2—CRUSHER 
3— CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
1—МА DOG VACHON 
5—DINO BRAVO 
5—JESSE VENTURA 
7—GREG GAGNE 
8—TITO SANTANA 
S—JOHN STUDD 

10—ADRIAN ADONIS 


MOST POPULAR 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 
2—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
4—RIC FLAIR 

5—BOB BACKLUND 
6—MR. WRESTLING II 
7—IAN PUTSKI 
8—MIL MASCARAS 
9—RICK STEAMBOAT 
10—TED DiBIASE 


RICK STEAMBOAT 


WRESTLING RATINGS 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 


Champion: HARLEY RACE 
1—GREG VALENTINE 
2—DICK SLATER 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
4—DENNIS CONDRY 
5—BABA THE GIANT 
6—HUSSEIN ARAB 
7—KEN PATERA 
8—TED DIBIASE 
9—JOHN TOLOS 

10—GINO HERNANDEZ 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE SAMOANS 

2—RAY STEVENS & JIMMY SNUKA 
3—ЈЕЅЅЕ VENTURA & ADRIAN ADONIS 
4—MR. WRESTLING | & II 

5—JERRY BRISCO & DICK MURDOCH 
6—TERRY GORDY & BUDDY ROBERTS 
7—THE ASSASSINS 

8—KERRY VON ERICH & EL HALCON 
9—RICK STEAMBOAT & JAY YOUNGBLOOD 
10—BULLDOG BROWER & STAN STASIAK 


MOST HATED 


1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
2—KEN PATERA 
3—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
4— MARK LEWIN 

5—HULK HOGAN 

6—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
7—HARLEY RACE 

8—GREG VALENTINE 
9—KILLER BROOKS 
10—BUDDY ROBERTS 


EMPHIS, TN—Long live 
the new Southern Heavy- 
weight tag team champions, 


CORRESPONDENTS 


Larry Cohen Carl Salinger Tommy and Eddie Gilbert. 
Chicago, Ill. Richmond, Va. Their recent victory over Killer 
| Warren Knowles Geoffrey York Krupp and El Mongol ranks 
| Seattle, Wash. Toronto, Canada with the very best moments in 
a Tennessee history. 
Allison Corey Charles F. Amberson Tommy and Eddie, father 
New York, N.Y. St. Paul, Minn. and son, worked as well 
Andre Camus Cedric Coleridge together as any team this area 
Montreal, Canada Sydney, Australia has seen ina long, long time. 
Buddy Ford George Hawkins Well, it’s pretty easy 
St. Louis, Mo. Bangor, Me. уюса аз E er 
Masanori Murikami Ed Remington se ретин 3 
Tokyo, Japan Indianapolis, Ind. 
Andy Rankowski Diane Goh 
Portland, Ore. Honolulu, Hi. 
Myron Roth James Washington 
Miami, Fla. Houston, Tex. 
Clifford Douglas John West 
Denver, Colo. Baltimore, Md. 
Kevin McCloud Ellen Larsen 
Boston, Mass. Charlotte, N.C. 
Leroy Jackson Butch Gallagher 
Detroit, Mich. San Francisco, Ca. 
Danny Torres Virginia W. Sloan TOMMY & EDDIE GILBERT 
Los Angeles, Ca. Amarillo, Tex. бошоо eae 
8 Ing u ver 
B.W. Foreman ту seb about is your partner attacking 
Atlanta, Ga. emphis, Tenn. фор опг Genie? 
Раи! Dreiser Barry Simon “Like working with someone 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Tampa, Fla. who’s got talent obviously 


(Continued on page 48) 


Never before in this history’ of wrestling journalism have so many 
respected reporters been involved in so important a venture. The best 
wrestling correspondents from all over the world have been enlisted to 
report on the news behind the news. Every wrestling fan must consider 
this the most important column he can read! 


No one knows wrestling 
better than the fans. 

Because of this, we're now ⁄ 
giving these experts a forum for their views Ë and opinions. Each 
month, we'll ask a controversial question and have the fans 
answer—no matter what those answers might be! 


THE QUESTION: 


“If you could change one rule in 
wrestling, which one would it be?” 


THE ANSWERS: 


Ali Durrell, Philadelphia, PA: “I 
think a title should change hands 
on a disqualification. As it is now, 
the rule favors the champions too 
much. Whenever they get in 
trouble, they get themselves 
disqualified and keep their titles 
For whatever reasons, the winner 
of the match should be champion. I 
think that would make champion- 
ship matches much better.” 
Jacqueline Norton, Rome, GA: 
“Td like to see the piledriver made 
legal again. I never thought it was 
all that dangerous. I think it's one 
of the most exciting maneuvers to 
see. Heck, there are a lot more 
dangerous maneuvers than the 
Piledriver, that ате: ШК legal.” Blackjack Lanza is disqualified for throwing Terry F 

Cullen Dankworth, Amarillo, TX: : g Terry Funk over the top rope. Reader 
“That's easy. I don't think it’s right canen Deckert does not think such a maneuver is dangerous enough to warrant 
that a wrestler should lose a match 

just because he throws his ring. Also, I get a kick out of seeing think the nervehold should be 
Opponent over the top rope. For some guy get hurled over the ropes. banned. They're too dangerous. 
the life of me, I can’t see what's so Even better, I like seeing them mix Some people never recover. Others 
bad about that. They let more it up outside the ring.” are in pain for the rest of their lives. 
dangerous things happen inside the Gillian Rogers, Boston, MA: “I (Continued on page 48) 
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Keirn sends Mr. Saito reeling with a powerful right cross (above). Steve 
came up just short in his bid to capture the NWA title from Harley Race 
(below). Keirn showed remarkable courage in his match with Baron Von 
Raschke and captured the Georgia championship. 


HE CELEBRATION IS still 

going on in the Georgia wres- 
tling community. People are 
happier than they've been in 
months. And the man responsible 
is Steve Keirn, Wrestler of 
the Month. 

Though his reign was cut short 
after a controversial loss to Dennis 
Condrey, we salute Keirn for 
having the courage and skills 
needed to take the Georgia Heavy- 
weight championship from the 
terrible Baron Von Raschke. Most 
fans feared Baron had a strangle- 
hold on the belt. The vicious 

‘rulebreaker would rule with an 
iron hand, making the Georgia title 
one decent wrestlers would never 
try to win. 

It was a remarkable act of 


bravery for Steve to challenge Von 
Raschke so early in his reign. Most 
people warned him against it. They 
argued there'd be plenty of time for 
Steve to make his challenge. The 
“smart” wrestlers were waiting to 
see what strategies Baron would 
use to defend his title. 

The day he signed for the bout, 
Steve told . his friends, “It’s 
important for the sport that Von 
Raschke is challenged fast. We 
have to show we're not afraid of 
him. Even if I lose, it'll prove to 
Von Raschke that he’s in for an 
ordeal. No moment of his reign 
should be an easy one.” 

Still, there were friends who 
begged Steve to let others do the 
challenging. They feared Von 

(Continued on page 18) 


Every month, the editors of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING search 
the globe to find the one man whose achievements have surpassed 
those of all other wrestlers. Sometimes the selection may shock you. 
Other times you will be very pleased by the selection. But you will 
always agree our choice deserves to be “Wrestler of the Month!” 
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WRESTLER OF тне 


(Continued from Page 15) 


Keirn has the ability to mix a brilliant scientific style with a roughhouse brand of 
wrestling, depending on what the situation calls for. In spite of his loss to Dennis 


Condrey, Steve gained quite a bit from his short title reign. 


Raschke would want to make an 
example of the first challengers. 

“Then,” Steve reasoned, “we 
have to show he can’t do as һе 
wants. Even if he has the belt, he 
won't be able to get away with his 
animal tactics. He may own the 
title, but I won't let him dis- 
grace it.” 

Of course, Von Raschke was 
intent to prove Steve wrong. 
Rumors from the gym told of new 
and horrible maneuvers. A veteran 
rulebreaker watched in awe, then 

` Said, “Even I wouldn't do things 
like that. Those moves are meant 
to cripple. Winning has nothing to 
do with these maneuvers. They 
won't help you pin an opponent. 
They're only good for breaking 
limbs.” 

It didn’t take long for Steve to 
learn of these maneuvers. Again, 
friends begged him to pull out of 
the match. Again, Steve told them 
he had no choice. “If you're a 
professional wrestler,” he vowed, 
“you owe the sport. I owe the 
sport this.” 

As everyone knows, Steve did 
the impossible. It was a brutal 
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match, terrifying at times. Steve, 
whose friends only hoped wouldn't 
get hurt, wound up the winner. 


Von Raschke went down to 
ignominious defeat. Rulebreakers 
all over the world saw this and 
realized they could never control 
wrestling. There would always be a 
Steve Keirn to defend the sport's 
honor. 

Later, Steve was characteristi- 
cally modest about his success. 

“I was lucky,” he said, “Von 
Raschke wasn’t at his best. Also, I 
think he was too intent on injuring 
me. He got reckless and careless. It 
was as if he forget what would 
happen if he lost. He was so 


interested to show the world what 
he'd do to challengers, he forgot to 
win the match, Now he’s a 
challenger himself. 

“Baron learned what happens to 
a man who puts himself above the 
sport. He assumed there was no 
way he could lose, so why not take 
chances? He learned why not to 
take chances. 

“I feel very lucky. And very 
happy.” 

As Steve talked, his fingers kept 
running along the title belt. It was 
as if he couldn't quite believe the 
belt belonged to him. For all his 
maturity and integrity, there’s a lot 
of little boy in Steve. The look in 
his eyes reminded people ofa kid at 
his first Christmas. 

Steve Keirn risked his career 
over a matter of honor. No one 
made him do it. It was just 
something he felt- had ‘ое done. 
The fates rewarded him with the 
Georgia title, the respect of his 
profession, and a substantial boost 
to his career. 

Every so often, nice guys finish 
first. [ш] 


Do you have a question which 
concerns all of wrestling? 
Each month in SPORTS 
REVIEW WRESTLING, the 
sport's top superstars will 
answer a question sent in bya 
reader. If you wish to have 
your question answered by 
the wrestlers, send it to: 

ASK THE STARS 

Sports Review Wrestling 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

11571 


The “Question 
of the Month” is: 


“Who should 
have the greater 
say overa 
wrestler’s career, 
the manager or 
the wrestler?” 


Submitted by: 
Leslie Pearsay; 
Waco, Texas 


LOU ALBANO 

“A manager should have 
complete, undivided, untampered, 
unaltered, unquestioned control 
over his wrestlers. My men should 
listen to every word | say. | know 
what's best for them. Let them do 
the wrestling and let me do the 
thinking. Obviously it's worked 
well for me so far.” 


DUSTY RHODES 

“Only person who should decide 
for a wrestler is the wrestler 
himself. | don’t care what kinda 
advice you get, it’s still up to you 
out there in the ring. And you can't 
be bothered with all sorts of 
words. You gotta do what comes 
naturally.” 


шї т, 

NICK BOCKWINKEL 
“There should be a partnership 
and a harmonious balance struck 
between a manager and his 
wrestler. In my case, Bobby 
Heenan and | think a lot and are 
able to understand the vast 
complexities of each other's 
minds. If there's a problem, we 
discuss it calmly and rationally 
instead of like the lower forms of 
life you read about.” 


EB. ле 
DAVID VON ERICH 

“With a father like | have, | don't 
need any other kind of manager. | 
listen to Dad when he tells me 
things, but he respects me enough 
not to shové advice down my 
throat. | couldn't imagine having 
guidance from anyone other than 
my father. | really couldn't do it.’ 


JIMMY SNUKA 

A good manager helps his 
wrestlers. Take Gene Anderson, 

ur manager. Gene knows 
wrestling, very smart, very 
shrewd, very fair. | don't worry 
about taking advice from Gene 
because | know he’s on my side. | 
know Gene wants to win as badly 
as | do, so there's never a problem.” 


a 


м 
MIL MASCARAS 


“You know, wrestling is a very 

| personal, very intense affair. Your 

| emotions and your instincts play a 

_ large role in determining your ring 
behavior. As well-intentioned as 
many managers may be, they truly 
cannot know or understand what 
is in a wrestler’s mind and what 
must be done to win.” 


ARNOLD SKOALAND 

‘In most cases, a manager should 
concern himself solely with what 
happens in the ring and never 
interfere in а wrestler’s personal 
life, unless asked. With me and 
Bob, we've become such good 
friends that we discuss personal 
matters all the time, as good 
friends do. But I'd never interfere 
in Bob's life away from the arena.” 


SIR OLIVER HUMPERDINK 
“Why does a manager select a 
wrestler? Because he believes 
that man has the raw potential to 
win. But it's raw, not polished. 
That's the purpose of a manager, 
to shape this raw piece of meat 
into a champion and tell this 
creation what to do every step 

of the way.” 


RICK STEAMBOAT 

“Tve never had a manager. Guess 
I never really saw a need for one 
I've always prided myself on 
making all my own decisions. | 
think that’s a lot healthier than 
depending on someone else to tell 
me what to do. Sure, I've solicited 
advice from people | respected, but 
l always made the final decision.” 


FRED BLASSIE 

“Where would a wrestler be 
without a manager, tell me, huh? 
A manager is a father, a brother, а 
friend, an advisor, a guy who lights 
a fire under a wrestler and makes 
him go that extra little step needed 
to smash his foe into smithereens. 
Wrestlers couldn't live without 
managers.” 


HERE IS NO longer any time 
for excuses. Hulk Hogan has 


earned a title shot at Bob 
Backlund’s WWF belt. Why hasn't 
he gotten’ one? 

As we go to print, the WWF 
continues to ignore Hogan. They 
have had him wrestle top athletes, 
including Andre the Giant and 
Ivan Putski. Though we may 
disagree with Hogan’s methods, we 
have to deal with results. The 
results say Hogan deserves a 
title shot. 

When asked why Hogan hasn't 
gotten a shot, one official 
explained, “We've had many top 
challengers around lately. Hogan 
just has to wait his turn. We're not 
afraid to give him a shot. We're not 
even afraid of him becoming 
champion. Though to be honest 
with you, I think Backlund will 
take him with little trouble.” 

That’s what the officials say. 
Their actions, however, tell a 
different story. From the 
beginning, they've given Hogan the 
toughest opponents, a grueling 
schedule, and still no title shot. If 
they argued that a rulebreaker 
doesn’t deserve a title shot, we 
might be forced to agree. However, 

° the record shows Backlund has 
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been wrestling nothing but 
rulebreakers. 

Are they protecting Backlund? 
Does he need protection? We don't 
think so. Even if he did, as 
champion he’s not entitled to 


‘From time to time, the editors of 
this magazine find it necessary 
to condemn those in wrestling 
who would subvert the basic 
principles of decency, integrity, 
and honesty. Without such 
truths, our sport will die 


protection. He must defend his belt 
against all legitimate contenders. 


` No matter what you may think of 


Hogan personally, you have to 
admit he’s a legitimate contender. 

Backlund claims he has asked to 
wrestle Hogan. 

“I know Hogan deserves a shot,” 
Bob says, “and I want him to get 
one. It looks bad for the WWF if he 
doesn’t. It also looks bad for me. 

“1 really don't know why he 
hasn’t gotten a shot yet. Chances 
are he angered a high official and 
that guy won't let Hogan get a shot. 


Hulk Hogan drops all his weight on Tito Santana. Manager Fred Blassie thought that an 
impressive showing against Santana would assure Hogan a title match. 


Fred Blassie points to the man he feels should be ranked number one challenger in the 
WWF—Hulk Hogan (above). Hogan plants his big foot in Andre the Giant's throat and 
pulls on the ropes for extra leverage (below). 


A lot of people want to pay Hogan 
back for things he’s done to them. 

“I respect him, but I’m not afraid 
of him. Гуе developed a number of 
strategies that could beat him. He’s 
big, but there are ways to overcome 
that. PH tell you, Pd rather be 
doing it than explaining it. 

“I can request opponents, but I 
can’t demand them. I wrestle who 
the officials tell me to. I hope 
they'll tell me to wrestle him soon. 
He deserves the shot.” 

As of this printing, the WWF 
says Hogan will get his shot 
eventually. They refuse to name a 
date. Many wrestlers have asked 
that Hogan get a shot. It looks bad 
for everybody when one man 
doesn’t receive justice. 

As for Hogan, he seems content 
to wait 

“Sooner or later,” he believes, 
“they'll have to give me a shot. 
Right now, because they won't give 
me a shot, I’m an embarrassment. 
When they finally give me a shot, 
ГЇЇ be champion.” o 
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Has Sir Oliver Humperdink finally 
found a formidable rival in the person 
of Lord Al Hays? Rumors abound in 

- Florida that Hays has decided to 
challenge Humperdink’s managerial 
supremacy once and for all. Oliver will 
not accept any sort of competition. 
Obviously, Florida is only big enough 


for one of them L OR D 


AL HAYS- 
TAMPERING | 


PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 


WITH 


HUMPERDINK’S ARMY? 


With Sir Oliver Humperdink (above) 
losing control of his wrestlers, will Lord 
Al Hays (top) become a major managerial 
force in Florida? 
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IKE RATS DESERTING a 

sinking ship, the evil hordes of 
Sir Oliver Humperdink turn on 
their former mentor and assault his 
corpulent frame with vin- 
dictive glee. 

None of Humperdink’s former 
wrestlers is immune from this 
contagious disease. From Nikolai 
Volkoff to Ivan Koloff, Florida 
rulebreakers are attacking 
Humperdink and seeking the 
waiting arms of newcomer Lord 
Al Hays. 

Though often predicted, why did 
this happen? What led to Oliver 
Humperdink’s startling decline 
from the very mountaintops of 
Florida wrestling? 

* Overambition: Like all 
egotistical men, Sir Oliver 
Humperdink believed himself the 
heir to the Florida wrestling 
throne. Humperdink used and 
discarded men like day-old bread. 


Once a man served Humperdink’s 
purpose, the red-bearded manager 
tossed him aside. The only loyalty 
in the Humperdink stable revolved 
around the manager himself. He 
breeded jealousy and fear among 
his wrestlers. He switched tag team 
partners lest any binding 
friendship form and threaten to 
surpass his own vile leadership. 
Periodically, Humperdink 
whispered lies to a selected wrestler 
designed to keep that wrestler 
suspicious of his fellow 
stablemates. Once the resent- 
ments flared into imminent 
physical hostility, Humperdink 
intervened, making himself out to 
be the wonderful peacemaker and 
friend to all. But loyalty cannot be 
based on mutual fear and hate. 

® The Rulebreakers: Humper- 
dink failed to calculate into his 
equation the individual ambitions 
of his wrestlers. After a while, 


Humperdink believed all they lived 
for was to serve Humperdink’s 
own aims. This was a grievous 
mistake. Precisely because 
Humperdink needed the meanest, 
most amoral men he could find, he 
was forced to select the ones who 
were the most disloyal. At no time 
did anyone truly think a Don 
Muraco or Ivan Koloff believed in 
pledges of loyalty to their 
“beloved” manager. The only 
master such men could serve would 
be themselves. Yet that sort of man 
is the only kind who would 
consider working for Humper- 
dink. Thus the stable was doomed 
from the very beginning. 

® The Scientific Wrestlers: 
Another serious Humper- 
dink miscalculation was the 
growing opposition, in both size 
and numbers, of the state's 
scientific wrestlers. Obviously 
Humperdink thought sheer 
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It didn't take Hays long to befriend the top Florida rulebreakers. Hays passes the time 
with Super Destroyer in the dressing room (above). Securing the contracts of Nikolai 
Volkoff and Ivan Koloff (below) would be a major coup for Hays. 
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Hays showcased his wrestling philosophy to the area rulebreakers during a match against 
Jerry Brisco at Tampa Stadium (above). As Super Destroyer distracts the referee in the 


ring. Humperdink hits Manny Fernandez outside (below). 


intimation could force men like 
Bugsy McGraw and Dusty Rhodes 
out of his path. But exactly such 
intimidation only fortified their 
collective resolve to rid Florida of 
Humperdink. On an almost daily 


basis, the legions of Florida 
scientific wrestlers sworn to 
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Humperdink’s destruction grew. 
After a while, they simply 
overwhelmed him 

© Patriotism: Again, Humper- 
dink underestimated the rising 
nationalism within Florida 
wrestling circles. Boasting of 
Koloff and Volkoff only 


intensified fears of Florida being 
overrun with dartardly foreign 
wrestlers. Men like Bobo Brazil 
and Bugsy McGraw, swiftly signed 
up to fight back once the Soviet 
menace went out of control. More 
so, Humperdink solidified fan 
disapproval in a manner never 
witnessed before. 

• Competition: | Humperdink 
sailed along never believing any 
manager could challenge his 
supremacy. Yet Humperdink 
mistakenly ignored Lord Al Hays. 
For a time, Humperdink shot 
down Hays’ considerable talents. 
When Hays signed Bobby Jaggers 
as his first Florida rulebreaker, 
Humperdink sneered and said 
Jaggers wasn’t good enough to 
wrestle for him. But Jaggers was 
just the start. Now Humperdink 
watches as his army starts to 
crumble. Hays is a shrewd man. 
While in the AWA, he managed 
the likes of Super Destroyer III 
and Crusher Blackwell. Basically 
Hays gravitated toward the good 
guys as a result of a violent feud 
with Bobby Heenan. When Hays 
came into Florida, few, including 
Humperdink, suspected he would 
decide to manage rulebreakers. 
But Hays has chipped away at 
Humperdink’s army. It seems just 
a matter of time before it is Lord Al 
Hays who is the number one 
Florida rulebreaking manager. 

• Conclusion: If this were 
simply an analysis of one man’s rise 
and fall from power, the 
conclusion could end on a 
somewhat happy note. But this 
conclusion must take into account 
the rise of Lord Al Hays. The need 
for a Sir Oliver Humperdink 
doesn’t die with his demise, as 
witness the rise of Hays. There will 
always be a need for such a man, a 
man determined to win at any cost, 
willing to exploit and misuse 
young wrestlers for his own 
sadistic ambitions. Whether he be 
named Hays or Humperdink or 
whatever, it is quite doubtful 
Florida fans have seen the last of 
such a vile army. ај 


LARRY ZBYSZKO: 


IELBASA FRIED and gusted 

smoke throughout the small 
kitchen. A pot of Polish pea 
soup spewed delectable fumes 
across the stove. Larry Zbyszko 
took out a huge bowl of salad 
and brought it to the small table, 
gesturing for his guests to take 
any of the six high-backed 
chairs. 

“Don't get much company 
nowadays,” he said, shrugging. 
Zbyszko hurried about. He took 
out. plates from the closet and 
set the table for six. “Always set 
for six, never know when some 
friends will show up, gotta be 
prepared.” 

Zbyszko carefully placed the 
silverware down and deposited 
coasters atop the white 


“WHY HAVE 

MY FRIENDS 
TURNED 

AGAINST МЕ?” 


Truly, Larry Zbyszko is a portrait of tragedy. He encounters 
sustained criticism from the public in his stance against former 
friend Bruno Sammartino. Not only did Zbyszko lose fans, it 
now appears he has lost his friends. In this moving story, 
elas bares his soul and tells how it feels to be aman without 
a frien 
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Victorious Bruno Sammartino greets Zbyszko with a clenched fist following their Shea 
Stadium cage match (above). Whereas not long ago Zbyszko and Ivan Putski dined 
together, now Larry plants a knee in Ivan's temple (below). 


tablecloth. 

“Hate stains,” Zbyszko 
muttered, disappearing into the 
kitchen and returning with salt 
and pepper. “Now my soup 
usually doesn't need seasoning, 
but, well, you add what 
you want.” 

Larry opened the 1978 bottle 
of Chianti Classico and poured 
the guest a drop, urging with 
animated hand gestures to sip. 
The guest remarked about the 
exquisite bouquet and Zbyszko 
grinned proudly. 

“Oh, I have a bunch of thesè 
bottles, never know, bought a 
case about nine months ago. | 
used to have a lot of people over 
now, well, don't seem to go 
through it the way | once did.” 
His brown eyes softened sadly 
and his entire frame stooped. 
Suddenly he stiffened and 
poured out six glasses. 

ad a terrific party a year 
ago,” said Zbyszko as he ladled 
out soup into each of the six 
bowls. “Sammartino was here, 
he brought some really 
wonderful cannoli. Putski was 
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over апа we had а little 
disagreement over different 
ways to prepare kielbasa.” 
Zbyszko chuckled. “Backlund 
and Arnie Skoaland came a 
little late, but they made up forit 
by bringing over really 
scrumptuous cole slaw. Heck, 
I'm а sucker for good slaw. 
Then me and Tony Garea hada 
lengthy game of chess with 
everyone rooting us on. Whole 
party lasted well past midnight, 
and we celebrated by watching 
The Twilight Zone. By that time 
it was just me and Garea." 
Zbyszko paused, the spoon a 
half-inch from his mouth, He 
sighed wearily апа slurped. 
Glancing up, Zbyszko searched 
his guest's reaction to the soup. 
“Good?” Zbyszko asked 
hopefully. His guest nodded 
dreamily and Zbyszko grinned. 
“Believe it or not, Dominic 


DeNucci gave me this recipe. 
This is the best Polish pea soup 
I've ever had. Yeah, one after- 
noon, Dom came over and the 
two of us made up a huge potof 


т 
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A SAAS аьа 


Zbyszko now reveals that he felt he carried Tony Garea's share of 


were a tag team. 


pea soup while watching the 
football game. Spent a few 
hours perfecting it, sipping ona 
little red wine,” Zbyszko 
chuckled. “Yeah, that was 
pretty good time. 

“Heck, that was pretty good.” 
Zbyszko stared at the other four 
untouched soups. Sighing, he 
rose and removed them from 
the plate, mumbling. He 
returned with the salad. Again 
he dished out six portions. 

“You know, this is Skoaland’s 
salad dressing recipe. | picked 
up a few things from my friends. 
Need a good garlic press and it 
turns our terrific. What do you 
think?” His guest expressed 
satiated appreciation. “Isn’tthat 
good? Yeah, I should tell Arnie 
how good his dressing is but, 
well...” Zbyszko’s lips quivered 
and he lowered his head to a 
forkful of lettuce. 

“Hope you're hungry, made 
enough for an army.” Zbyszko 
vanished and re-entered the 
finely furnished living room 
with a platter overflowing 


z 


а, 


the load when the two 


with kielbasa. 

“Hope you're hungry, sure 
made a lot.” Zbyszko dished out 
six portions, adding an extra 
lump at the empty chair two 
seat from his guest. Zbyszko 
followed his guest's stare and 
blushed. “Yeah, well, force of 
habit, uh, Bruno always sat 
there, you know what kind of 
appetite he has.” 

Silence was an unwelcome 
addition for the main course. 
Zbyszko ate quickly, occasion- 
ally glancing at the other chairs. 
Once, his guest thought he 
almost began to speak. But 
Zbyszko merely shook his head 
and brooded. 

“Want more?” Zbyszko asked 
after his guest had a second 
helping. “Uh, don't think there's 
much, sorry, I'll cook up some 
more.” Zbyszko was asked why 
he simply didn't take some food 
off the untouched plates. 
Larry purpled 

“Can't, never know when, uh, 
sure, maybe.” Zbyszko forced 
himself to pluck a piece of 
kielbasa from a plate, his face 
straining with tension at the 
harsh acknowledgement of his 
loneliness. Fighting back tears, 
Zbyszko dropped the food into 
his visitor's plate and stumbled 
into the kitchen to put on 
the coffee. 

Dessert was served іп a small 
hutch overlooking the window. 
Larry didn't talk, though he 
broke his quiet eating by staring 
at the empty table. 

“Used to eat in here when the 
dinner was over,” Larry said 
softly. “Used to be able to fit 
everyone into this room. Now, 
now it's kinda easy. No problem 
with room when you're alone, 
huh?” Zbyszko rose, tottering 
slightly and pressed his face 
against the window. 

“Why have all my friends 
turned against те?” He 
whispered to the mute trees and 
slender clouds fleeing his 
watery stare. о 
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PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 


ES THORNTON PAUSED 

at the bus intersection of 
Lexington Avenue and 86th Street 
in New York City. He fumbled in 
his pocket for change and emerged 
with a quarter and a dime. 
Shrugging, Thornton strolled to 
the bus stop and boarded the 
Number 18 bus. The NWA Junior 
Heavyweight champion was on his 
way for a tour of Mayor Ed Koch's 
Gracie Mansion overlooking the 
East River. 

Thornton dropped the 35 cents 
in the slot and started to walk to 
the rear. 

“Hey, buddy,” snapped the surly 
bus driver. “Cough up ‘nother 
quarter.” 

Thornton found only lint in his 


Thornton leaps high into the air to kneedrop a prostrate Mike Graham (above left). Les 


pocket. He unfolded a dollar bill 
from his wallet and handed it to the 
bus driver. 

“What's this?” glared the driver. 

“Would you kindly give me 
change, old chap?” asked 
Thornton. 

“Listen buddy, you need exact 
change or get off the bus,” shouted 
the driver. 

“Don't you know whol ат. Гат 
Les Thornton, the NWA Junior 
Heavyweight champion,” 
Thornton shouted in despair. He 
felt a heavy handbag lash into his 
back. Thornton whirled around 
and looked down the steps. 

“Move it, you bum, or ГЇЇ break 
your nose,” rasped ап elderly 
woman in a pink chiffon dress. 


hiprolls Graham to the mat (above right). 


Thornton has grown accustomed 
to such outbursts of non- 
recognition. Though he has 
wrestled all over the world and 
defended his prestigious title on 
numerous occasions. Thornton 
still fails to receive the just 
accolades a man of his stature and 
skills deserves. To many, Les 
Thornton remains the unknown 
champion, 

Initially, 
undismayed by 


Thornton appeared 
the lack of 


attention from both press and 
public. The British native believed 
recognition would come his way 
once he'd established himself as a 
legitimate champion capable of 
withstanding the onslaught of all 
challengers. 


How can the world possibly ignore а man of Les Thornton's 
abilities? The NWA Junior Heavyweight champion exhibits all 
the classic skills of a great wrestler, yet falls to receive his" 
just accolades. No matter what Thornton does, he cannot gain 
his share of publicity. Many worry about the permanent 
psychological effects such a strain might inflict 


PEDRO MORALES’ CLAIM: 


“THE WWE IS 
OUT OF CONTROL!” 


EARLY FIVE YEARS ago 
Pedro Morales wrestled his 
last big match in the WWF. It 
was in fabled Madison Square 
Garden and big, tough, surly 


Strong Kobayashi was the 
opponent. Despite their con- 
siderable antipathy and 
Kobayashi's marked inclination 
toward violence, the bout 
maintained a tough, albeit clean 
atmosphere. Both men 
bounced each other off the 
ropes, but there was no foreign 
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objects introduced, no eye- 
gouging, no groin-kneeing, nor 
did either seek to permanently 
disable the other. In sum, it was 
the sort of match Pedro 
Morales, former WWF cham- 
pion, had grown accustomed 
to fighting. 

Things have changed since 
that final match. Wrestlers have 
come and gone. A new 
champion reigns. But Morales 
always thought that the nature 
of the sport would remain 


unaltered. He was wrong and 
received a jarring lesson in his 
first big match in the WWF 
against the madman of the East, 
Tor Kamata. 

“What kind of garbage is that 
anyway?” snarled Morales as 
he stormed about his locker 
room, his forehead bandaged. 
“I thought wrestling was 
civilized. | was very wrong. 
WWF wrestling has turned into 
a jungle sport since | left.” 

(Continued on page 52) 


Pedro Morales is a bitter man. 
He still seethes at the way he 
and Backlund lost the WWF tag 
team title shortly after winning 
it from the Samoans. Now 
Morales’ rage increases at _ 
the berserk behavior of many æ 
WWF rulebreakers. Morales 
doesn’t believe these rule- 
breakers should be given 
free reign. He plans on 
doing something about it 


Stan 
` Stasiak: 


BRASS KNUCKS, 


COLD 


HEART 


Pure and simple, Stan Stasiak can be a mean man. Down in Texas, 
where Stasiak defends his Texas Brass Knuckles championship, a 
line forms eager to take him on and shut his mouth. Stasiak’s had his 
share of feuds, but he may have pushed Jose Lothario a little too far 


OR ALMOST EIGHT months 

out of the year, rain pours with 
unrelenting consistency upon the 
Pacific Northwest. Many people 
are driven mad by the unceasing 
downpour. Others flee the area for 
sunnier locations. Some find 
reassurance in the predictability of 
the weather. 

Stan Stasiak is such a man. 

“I love Seattle weather, heck, 1 
love this town,” remarked Stasiak. 
“Everytime I wrestle in Seattle, I 
feel like a million bucks.” 

Once Stasiak leaves the area, a 
sinister transformation over- 
whelms him. Gone is the quick, 
engaging smile. Gone are the 
friendly waves to the cheering 
crowds. Gone is the gentlemanly, 
albeit hard-nosed wrestling style. 

As soon as Stasiak defends his 
Texas Brass Knuckles title, he’s a 
different person, 
emphatically denies. 

“Im the same,” declared 
Stasiak. “But there's a bunch of 
creeps down in Texas lookin’ to 
cheap-shot me and whack me 
across the skull with all manner of 
weapons. Now I'm talkin’ about 
them snivelin’ brats the Von Erichs 
and I'm talkin’ about that outta 
shape idiot Mil Mascaras.” 

Still, Stasiak’s actions 
contradict his words. True to the 
title's description, Stasiak has 
resorted to brawling tactics in each 
of his defenses. 


something he 


PHOTOS BY JIM CALDWELL 
f 


The referee orders Stasiak to retreat to a neutral corner before he will begin a count on 
the fallen Jose Lothario. Something about the Texas weather has brought out Stan's 
most vicious traits. 


“That Stasiak’s a real stinker,” 
shouted Bruiser Brodie, a prime 
contender for the Texas Brass 
Knuckles championship. “I used to 


try and act like a gentleman with 
him. First time we met, I offered to 
shake his hand. Rotten parasite 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Bruno & Harley-- 


In no uncertain terms, Harley Race tells Bruno “no comment 
(above). Bruno battles the NWA champion Race in June, 1973 (right). 


So two of wrestling’s superstars meet again. Last time Bruno 
Sammartino and Harley Race met, their bout was brutal. 
Now they meet again. Despite the anger and despite the 
intense rivalry, a peculiar sort of respect exists between 


these two giants 


O MUCH HAD happened 
since, they'd last met. 
Both had been champions, 
one still holds the crown. 
Each is assured an honored 


place in the annals of 
wrestling history. So much 
has happened, so much 
time had passed, yet each 
remembers the meeting. 
Bruno Sammartino was 
traveling the country. It was 


during the few years between 
his WWF title reigns. Then 
newly crowned NWA cham- 
pion Harley Race, a recent 
victor over Dory Funk Jr., 
accepted Bruno’s challenge. 
The two men battled 
brilliantly. Many call it the 
best match in NWA history. 
It was tied at one fall each 
when the time limit ran out. 
Harley Race remained 


champion. 

When asked about their 
greatest matches, each man 
recalls that bout as one of his 
five best. If either man had 
won the match, he probably 
would have considered it his 
greatest moment in wres- 
tling. Both are too proud to 
count a draw as his best. 

People assumed their 
match would quickly be 


A Sammartino 
backdrop sends 
Race head-first 
into the mat. 


followed by a rematch. 
Before that could happen, 
Harley lost his title to Jack 
Brisco, Bruno went off to 
other commitments. Their 
paths never crossed again. 
Until now. 

In the years between, 
Bruno had regained and lost 
the WWF title. Harley 
regained the NWA title and 
holds it to this day. Race 
signed to wrestle Bob 
Backlund, current WWF 
champion. Bruno, a WWF 
mainstay, not only wrestles 
but does commentary on the 
WWF television broadcasts. 
Their paths had to cross. 

Cross they did. Race was to 
give a television interview. 
Who better than Bruno to ask 
him the right questions? 

Maybe that’s what scared 
Harley. When Bruno ap- 
proached him, Harley 
walked away without a word. 
This crude insult confused 
rather than bothered Bruno. 
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What was the reason behind it? 
No one could figure it out. 
Harley did it on television; 
millions saw. Usually, 
Harley loves to confront his 
enemies. To walk away 
silently isn’t like him. 

Reporters rushed to 
Harley’s dressing room. 
There, he did to them what 
he’d earlier done to Bruno. 
Harley walked past them 
into the parking lot and 
drove off. Everyone was 
stunned. 

Bruno joined the reporters. 
He asked if Harley had 
explained his conduct. When 
told that Harley had left 
without comment, Bruno 
nodded. 

“Though we only met 
once,” Bruno said, “we know 
each other too well. A great 
wrestling match is some- 
thing like an intense conver- 
sation. Everything about a 
human being is revealed. It’s 
like sitting in a room with 


someone for a week and just 
talking. A lot would get said 
in that week. Some of it you 
wouldn’t want repeated. 

“Harley was afraid I'd 
know too much. He doesn’t 
want to give away any of his 
secrets to Backlund. He 
didn’t want me to give them 
away, either. 

“People ask me all the time 
if I want to wrestle Race 
again. They say, ‘Bruno, I bet 
you want to show him you're 


„ better than him.’ I learned 


everything interesting about 
Harley the first time. If we 
wrestled again, we'd just be 
repeating ourselves. 

“This is not to say І 
wouldn't wrestle Harley if he 
challenged me. It would be a 
great match. But it wouldn’t 
have the excitement of the 
first match. I don’t think 
anything could equal the 
excitement of that.” 

Bruno was asked if he'd 
walk away if Harley had 
gone to interview him. Bruno 
smiled. 

“I wouldn't walk away,” he 
said, then added, “but Imight 
not give him very straight- 
forward answers. No, I don't 
think Га be frank with him 
at all.” 

Has Bruno told Backlund 
about Race? 

“Bob has asked me some 
questions,” Bruno replied, 
“and I've answered them. I 
haven't worked closely with 
Bob because I don’t think he 
needs me. He can take care of 
himself. Harley has every 
right to be worried.” 

Does that mean Bruno 
thinks Backlund would 
defeat Race? - 

“Anyone who predicts what 
will happen when two great 
champions wrestle,” Bruno 
said, “doesn’t know what 
he’s talking about. It could 
go either way.” D 
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The Only Back Issue Of 
The Famous WRESTLING 
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WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, the 
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Samoan #1 applies a nerve hold оп Bob 
Backlund. This kind of move should be 
outlawed, according to Gillian Rogers. 


Nerve holds have nothing to do 
with wrestling.” 

Mike Collins, Venice, CA: “1 don’t 
think matches should have time 
limits, That way, every match would 
have a winner or loser. A clock is 
an artificial way of deciding things. 


Rick Steamboat's chance to win the NWA 
title from Harley Race was taken away by 


the clock. Mike Collins feels this is wrong. 


T've seen wrestlers look to see how 
much time they have left. Then 
they go for the draw. Maybe that 
will mean fewer matches on a card, 
but the ones that are there will be 
battles to the finish.” o 


(Continued from Page 8) 


inherited,” laughed Tommy. 
“Really, Pd be proud to go 
watch Eddie wrestle if he 
weren't my son. He’s got a lot of 
ability and, more importantly, 
works very hard. I’ve seena lot 
of kids come and go witha lot of 
talent, anda good percentage of 
them squander their skills by 
laziness or lack of fire in the gut. 
“But Eddie really wants to be 
a success. And I've gotta admit, 
he’s shown his old man a few 
things. I tell ya, that made me 
real happy. Shows he’s always 
out there thinking and trying to 
better himself,” said Tommy. 
“Just like his dear old Dad.” 
—Randy Swift 


OKYO, JAPAN—A suc- 

cession of startling events 
shook the entire wrestling 
world with all the unbelievable 
action swirling within the walls 
of the Saga Sports Center. 

NWA champion Harley Race 
squared off against old nemesis 
Baba the Giant, confident he’d 
dispose of the Oriental grappler 
in record time. 

“Baba can’t stand pain. Once 
I clobber the big stiff with my 
favorite blow, he'll fall down and 
slither back into his hole,” 
predicted Race. 

Falser words were never 
spoken. To the delight of the 
near-delirious crowd, Baba 
shocked Race and captured the 
NWA title. 

“I am very happy to be 
champion,” “said Baba. “I 
promise a long and dignified 
reign as NWA champion.” 

That was Baba’s opportunity 
to be off-base in a prediction. 
Several days later at Otsu, 
Race, more subdued, a bit grim, 


HARLEY RACE 


launched an all-out attack to 
regain the belt. In one of his 
finest hours, Race regained the 
belt to become a five-time 
NWA champion. 
“Damn straight Рт happy,” 
was Race’s only response. 
—Masanori Murakami 


IAMI, FL—Dick Slater 

has it. Dusty Rhodes 
wants it. Talk about ambition! 
“So Dusty wants it, huh?” 
said Slater. “So he thinks he’s 


good enough to get it. Hah, that’ 


makes me laugh. Guy couldn’t 


DICK SLATER 


get it if he wanted it bad enough 
to get on his hands and knees. 

“Look how long he’s tried to 
get it. He’ll never get it,” said 
Slater, laughing. 

“Tm gonna get it one of these 
days,” vowed Rhodes. “One of 
these days Slater’s gonna trip 
up and he'll lose it to me. Then 
I'm gonna invite him to wrestle 
me, and, when I finish with his 
ugly kisser, I’m gonna wrap it 
around his throat and drag his 
fat carcas outta the arena and 
dump him in the alley, where he 


came from and where he 
belongs.” 

Oh, by the way, you might be 
wondering what It is. The 
Southern Heavyweight title. 
Yes, Slater's got it and Rhodes 
wants it. 

— Myron Roth 


ALLAS, TX—Hear ye, 
hear ye, Bruiser Brodie 
has declared war. Hide the 
women and children. Store up 
on provisions. Lock your doors 
and shutter your windows. 
Bruiser wont rest until he’s 
defeated Stan Stasiak. 
“! am gonna bounce that 
boob all over this state and fling 
him into the Gulf,” shouted 


THE SAMOANS 


Brodie of the Texas Brass 
Knuckles champion. “Stasiak 
can but he can’t hide. It’s all 
over for him once he stops 
runnin’ and starts fightin’ like 
a man.” 

Stasiak’s response? 

“Is Brodie still wrestlin? I 
thought he was lookin’ for a job 
he was good at.” 

— Virginia W. Sloan 


LLENTOWN, PA—Just 
when the wrestling world 
ready 


was to write The 


Samoans’ obituary, the brutal 
beasts from the mysterious 
jungles rose up and won the 
WWF tag team elimination 
tournament. 

In a wild match, Afa and Sika, 
urged on by manager Captain 
Lou Albano, upended the team 
of Tony Garea and Rene Goulet 
before a shocked audience. 

“Let this be the last time 
anyone ever says anything bad 
about my boys or me. We're the 
greatest, Гуе told the world 
that, Pm tired of telling the 
world that, listen to me, [m the 
greatest, Pm the champion, 
understand?” shouted a joyous 
Albano. 

—Paul Dreiser O 
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(Continued from Page 33) 


“I think I have shown my talents 
and demonstrated I can whip 
anyone around,” insisted 
Thornton. “When I wrestled Mike 
Graham in Florida, I truly believed 
that would have the effect of 
establishing myself in the public 
mind as a real, outstanding 
champion. But I guess I 
was wrong.” 

Years ago, Thornton and Tony 
Rocco. had a savage feud out in. 
California. Though Thornton 


against a wide variety of wrestlers 
and against Sweet Brown Sugar, 
among others, in Texas, 

“Has there ever been a man I 
have refused to wrestle?” asked 
Thornton, spreading his palms 
upward in amazement. “No, I have 
met everyone. What more can 
I do?” 

Right now, Thornton seems 
determined to take on Tatsumi 
Fujinami, reigning WWF junior 
Heavyweight champion. 


Thornton headlocks Reno Tuufuli (above) and tests his strength against Tony Rocco 

(opposite right). The man he wants most is Tatsumi Fujinami, the reigning WWF Junior 

Heavyweight champ. 

came out the better in most of the 

matches, he still felt slighted. 
“They wrote a lot about Rocco 


and not much about me,” said 
Thornton, sighing. “I showed what 
I could do. Гуе never shrank from 
anyone or any challenge. I have 
been a champion in the truest sense 
of the word and defended my belt 
with honor in many, many areas.” 

Not only has Thornton wrestled 
in Florida and abroad, he has 
fought in the Mid-Atlantic area 


“Нез the one I want,” said 
Thornton, his handsome features 
convolving into a frown. “Нез 
been ducking me and trying his 
very best to avoid a confrontation 
all the world demands. I know he 
cannot continue to elude me. Не 
must stand up and fight me 
eventually.” 

Instead, Thornton took on Jose 
Estrada at Madison Square 
Garden in a match with particular 
significance. Estrada is the former 


WWF Junior Heavyweight 
champion and lost the belt 
to Fujinami. 

“Yes, I think it meant a lot to 
beat Estrada,” said Thornton. 

The match delighted the 
capacity crowd. It was quick- 
paced, brilliant action with dazzling 
maneuvers on both sides of the 
ring. In particular, the Garden 
crowd took a liking to Thornton. 

“Oh, you always love to hear the | 
cheers,” said Thornton. 

He heard more than 


that. 


Garden wrestling fans are among 
the most sophisticated, knowledge- 
able fans in the whole world. They 


know a stiff when they see one and 
they recognize ability as well. 
From all the fans polled after the 
match came a unanimous remark: 
Les Thornton is опе talented 
wrestler, 

“I love the Garden fans. They | 
know their wrestling, that’s for | 
certain,” said Thornton, “It means 
a lot when fans who know their | 
sport cheer and appreciate you. I 
was very pleased with my reaction | 
and my performance against 
Estrada. Now that Гуе defeated the | 
former Junior Heavyweight 
champion, don’t you think the 
current one should give mea shot?” 

And when that match does 
occur, Les Thornton may become | 
a household name. ü 
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Over 65,000,000 Small Engines in Use 
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. Or Make Extra Cash Working Part Time 
Is the ideal sparetime business too. In just eve- 
nings and weekends you can earn extra cash for a 
“rainy day’ or retirement fund, or use the cash you 
сат NOW for the ‘extras’ that you want. Many 
men begin working just their idle hours uril their 
shop grows to the point they can switch to fulltime 
When it’s your business, you make the decisions 
and the choices are up to you 


Earn Money Fast—No Experience Needed 
Even before completing your studies you'll be able 
to éarn money on tune-ups and minor repairs. Once 
through the course you're qualified to perform 
major repairs that really bring in the cash. But more 
than just labor charges, parts, engines and acces- 

ry sales mean even more profits . . . profits YOU 
гп and keep in YOUR pocket 


We Help You Every Step of the Way 


If you can read you can master this craft right at 
home in your spare hours with Foley's time-tested 

“hands on" training methods. Age, education or 
minor physical handicaps are not a barrier . .. you 

ed no previous experience or special mechanical 
training, We provide the specialized tools you need 
to service and repair engines, plus a 3% HP Briggs 
& Stratton 4-cycle engine . . . all yours to keep at 
No Extra Cost. But that's not all. As part of our 
program you also receive valuable business bu 
ing guidance. You learn how and where to get bi 
ness, how much to charge, where to get parts 
wholesale . . . all the shortcuts and proven methods 
you will need to get your business off to a fast and 
Profitable start 


Send For FREE Information Kit 


Send coupon for complete facts. Data Kit tells 
how to quickly start your own business, how to 
grow, and details on how you can inspect Foley's 
Small Engine Repair Course on our exclusive 
15-Day NO RISK Trial Offer. ACT NOW. NO 
OBLIGATION AND NO SALESMAN WILL 
CALL! 


Do It TODAY! Send to: 


Manufacturing Co. 


SCHOOL 
INFORMATION 
KIT 


' 
H 
end Free Data Kit that gives fll details on f 
е in à profilable Small Engine Repair Е 
5 ту own, and facts about Foley's exclusive 15-Day H 
No Risk W al Offer. No Obligation. No Salesman Calls. 
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BE TALLER stant 


Uplift Your 
SOCIAL LIFE! 
WITH INVISIBLE 
“LIFTEE” 
HEIGHT 
PADS 


Tired of being called shorty? Slip these invisible 
HEIGHT INCREASE PADS in any pair of shoes. Now 
step into them and add additional height. THE 
SAME HEIGHT INCREASE AS EXPENSIVE HEIGHT IN- 
CREASING SHOES, for a fraction of the cost to give 
you new poise and self confidence—a key to suc- 
cess and romance. No one will suspect that you 
ara. wearing them, These LIGHTWEIGHT FOAM pi 

BER AND CUSHION CORK PADS fit securely without 
gluing and interchangeable in any shoes. Con- 
structed and designed for walking comfort; aids 
posture. Worn by thousands of men and women, 
Durable and shock absorbing. State shoe size 

10 DAY TRIAL! Money Back Gverentoo! 


Just send name 


БУ horde ad me pay postage. 

OO P10 DAY TRIAL MUST SATIS! 
RONEY WiLL BE REFUNDED. 

THE LIFTEE Co., 

Dept. MA275 , 12 Warren St., N.Y.C. 10007 


PHOTO ID 


т] IN FULL COLOR 
SEALED IN PLASTIC 
All States and Provinces 


+ слом дм wi vove кюю 


gen, лы, 


FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE - 


actual 
size 


PERFECT AS A GIFT 
Direct from manufacture at an unheard 
of Low - Low price $9.95. aiso available 


310 Madison Ave. - 
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PEDRO MORALES 


(Continued from Page 35) 


As usual, Morales conducted 
himself with dignity and 
respect. He entered the arena to 


“the joyous cheers of the huge 


crowd. Tor Kamata waddled 
down the aisle, sneering and 
snaring at the booing fans. 

“1 knew he was a mean man 
and | do not especially like 
him,” said Morales. “But there is 
a way to wrestle and there is a 
way not to wrestle.” 

Even before the bell, Kamata 
rushed Morales and dug his 
fingers into Могаіеѕ eyes. 
Morales reeled back, stunned. 

“| could not believe anyone 
would do such a thing to me,” 
said Morales. 

Repeatedly Kamata resorted 
to mindless violence. He 
seemed to possess an infinite 
array of illegal maneuvers, all 
refined and honed by his 
sadistic Oriental training. 

First, Kamata plucked a thin 
metallic object from his trunks. 
Morales never saw it. Nor was 
he looking for such ап in- 
sidious trick. 

“| wrestle by the rules and do 
not think or anticipate my foe 
will do something like bring a 
foreign object into the ring,” 
said Morales. 

Kamata slashed away, 
bloodying Morales. The 
handsome wrestler staggered 
back against the ropes, blinded 
by his own blood. 

“I cannot see. What сап | do.” 

Kamata expoited the 
advantage by pounding away 
with both fists and both feet, 
almost bringing Morales to 
his knees. 


“Then | got angry,” said 
Pedro. 
Gasping, Morales fought 


back. After a particularly brutal 
period, Morales regained the 
momentum and seized control 
of the match. But the manner in 


- Former champion Pedro Morales does 


not approve of recent trends in the WWF. 
Pedro does not mind a brawl, but he 
cannot condone cheap, dirty tactics. 
Morales punches a bloody Tor Kamata in 
the chest (above) and looks for escape 
from a nerve hold (below). 


which Morales regained the 
tempo was distinctly unnatural. 


He wasn't wrsetling like 
Morales but like his opponent, 
returning punch for punch as 
the match degenerated into a 
total bloodbath. 

“Maybe that's what | have to 


do,” said Morales, wincing as 
the doctor sewed stitches into 
his head. “Maybe this is what 
has happened to the WWF. To 
me, it seems the WWF is out 
of control!” 

Morales is certainly not naive 
nor above bfawling. What 
distresses him is the way rule- 
breakers appear to have gained 
the upper hand in the area he 
loves so much. 

“Look at tht bunch of 
managers, Albano, Wizard, and 
Blassie. They outnumber 
Skoaland three-to-one and they 
bring in the worst and meanest 
men to wrestle. | have never 
seen anyone as wild and brutal 
as The Samoans. What Wizard 
and Albano did to Pat Patterson 
was a disgrace. This Hangman 
is a maniac. Hulk Hogan is cruel 
and should be banned. 
Suddenly, it seems all the 
rulebreakers are surrounding us. 

“But the worst has to be that 
Ken Patera. Oh, how | hate him. 
| want his hide for all the things 
he calls me and all the things he 
says about my wrestling. One 
thing | cannot tolerate is a man 
who disgraces a title. 

“When | was champion, | was 
very, very proud 
champion of all the people. | 
wore that belt with respect, for | 
respected my fans. But Patera 
does not respect his fans. He is 
Inter-Continental champion 
and he spits on his fans. | 
cannot take that. | will have to 


show him howachampion must | 


act. Then he will show how a 
champion will lose when | take 
his belt. 

“Yes, you can be champion 
and still respect your opponent 
and the people. Bruno 
Sammartino always did it and 
now Bob Backlund does it. | 
think Ken Patera must be taught 
a lesson. Tell him Pedro 
Morales is ready for him. And 
tell him he better be ready to 
lose his belt because | am going 
to get him.” D 


to be. 


SCHOOL—here’s 


Study at Home, No Classrooms, Set 
Your Own Pace, Wide Choice of 
Subjects to Fit your Interests, Credit 
for Subjects Finished Earlier, Low 
Cost, Easy Payments, No Salesman 
will call 

Way back in 1897, our, school was 
founded to help men and women finish 
high school as they worked or raised 
families. Since then, more than 2,000,000 
men and women have enrolled in our 
school. We are probably the world's 
largest high school—and without a single 
classroom. 

In a recent survey, 70% of our graduates 
told us that they chose American Schoo! 
because their responsibilities prevented 
them from attending resident school; 45% 
because they could learn at their own 
расе, and 20% did not want to return to a 
resident school because of their age. (Adds 
to more than 100% as many gave several 
answers.) 

Whatever your reason, and even if you had 
trouble with regular high school, | am sure 
American School can help you to succeed, 
at home, at your own pace. 

American School is different. There are no 
classroom pressures. You work at your 
own pace as a “class of one''—and our 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 


IF YOU MISSED OUT ON HIGH 


a second chance 


instructors really do care about you. You'll 
get personal notes on your papers, not 
computer print-outs. 

Nearly 100 subjects offered. Whether you 
are interested in oceanography, history, 
art, typing, home decoration or auto, you 
can tailor your program to your interests. 
Of course, we give credit for work you 
completed earlier. 


Do mail the coupon today and let us tell 
you of our Accreditation, Diploma and 
Special home study method. No obliga- 
tion, or telephone no cost, day or night. 


ACT NOW! GET STARTED TOWARD 
YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 


AMERICAN SCHOOL 


Established 1897— 
Dept.10190 850 E. 58th St. Chicago, II. 60637 


AMERICAN SCHOOL, Dept, 10190 
850 E. 58th, Chicago 60637 


Please send me FREE information on your high school at- 
Nome method, accreditation and Diploma. 


Name 
Address 

Cty State [1 
Last Grade of High 
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LOOK SLIMMER INSTANTLY! 


|. LOSE 25 POUNDS OR MORE, 
`> IT STILL KEEPS WORKING! 


POWER SHAPES YOU NOW, 
pore WORKING AS YOU LOSE! 


* Controls 
waistline, 


NOW... 


10 20 
POUNDS POUNDS} MORE! 


tummy, 
supports 
back 


e Gives 
you a 
sleeker 
look 
right 


away 


LOOK SLIMMER, STAND TALLER, FEEL YOUNGER 
ALL DURING YOUR REDUCING PROGRAM! 


ff? Now you can look in your mirror and see 
BE" a sleeker silhouette the very instant you 
put it on! Power-slim gives you real соп. 
101, helps deflate that spare tire, flatten 
unsightly tummy bulge. smooth out rolls. 

tf like a rom 

ау — keeps on fi 
ly as you slim down! 


ng per 


t smooths your figure, boosts your ego, 
because it shrinks with you day by day 
as your pounds melt away, One size fits 
men or women. and you must be de 
ghted or return within 14 days for full 
refund (except postage & handling). Why 
жай — mail coupon today! 
€ 198 


= MAIL NO-RISK COUPON ТОВА! 


WESTPORT NOME PRODUCTS „Dept. TB-214 60 Wilton Road, Westport, СТО 
the P. Ë 


Charge it please to 


Card No. 


Date 


Nami 


Address 


j: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, Fl. 33578 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
GENUINE Volcanic Ash St. Helens, 
1321), Renton, Wa. 98055 
POLT E Riot Clubs, $18.00. Arms, 1606 
Жоп, Тх. 78572 
FREE Premiere Catalog of Bumper Stickers and 
‘Tee Shirts. Over 100 slogans; sophisticated, mostly 
original, or really funny. Also, exclusive offering 
of Recording Studio Tees. Send self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: Hollywood Bumper Sticker 
Company, 1610 Argyle Ave. =102(V), Hollywood, 
Са. 90028 


37%. 


г, Mis 


SWITCHBLADE combi $335. Palace Of GIRS, 
170 Altair, Sewell, N.J. 08080 
AGENTS WANTED. 
COLLECT 315.00 fees! 35, anvelope, malls Torm. 
Eroyle, Box 1757, Princelon, W. V 
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
WEEKLY income. Big money! Free detalis 


National, 22713(MM) Ventura Bivd., Suite F, Wood- 
land Hills, Ca. 913 


STAMPS 

WORLDWIDE stamps 25€. Approvals. 
Box 24211(LA), Indianapolis, In. 46224 

PERSONAL-MISCELLANEOUS | 


TOMPUTERIZE Football Пр sheet “G0. Predict win- 


ner, points favored, wild card teams, Super Bowl, 
etc. $5.00, William, 1975-8, W. 19th St., Long Beach, 
Са. 90810 


{STOP KILLING YOURSELF) 


How to quit smoking’ without ex. 
pensive drugs, psychotherapy or 
hypnosis. Results in 3 weeks. Money. 
back guarantee booklet. Send $3.50 

ped. ROME ENTERPRISES, 105 
Country Place, Cordova, Tn. 480 


If you wish to know the facts about 
HEIGHT INCREASE. send 35e for 
details to: ' TALL-UP DEPT. 70003 

Box 32307, Louisville, Ky. 40232 


BONUS! Pocket" Math-Wizard": 
Get the Right Answers in a Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 
stant answers when you convert fractions into de 


MADE 


МАТН.::: 
SIMPLE Teacher 


New Short Cut Math 
Skills їп Оту Weeks 
—10 minui 
„tor Higher Pay Jobs! 
Now one large volume com 
ines all the separate sub: 
jecls—arithmetic, algebra 
geometry, trigonometry, inter. Ü 
mediate algebra, analytic ge- up 
ometry, advanced algebra 
vector analysis, calculus 


ог reference. Summary 
makes review easy, Exercises 
track your progress. Catch er 
Tackle any math problem rors instantly. Pass смі ser 
even it you never finished high vice and job tests. А must for 


school) Basic and advanced all othce sales, industrial jobs, 
math taught in terms of every- home finances 

day expenence. Clearly pre- Send $7.95 + 60¢ for ship. 
sented step-by-step and illus- ping. Return book within 10 
trated. Learn theory and prac- days for a refund 1f not satis- 
tice from “scratch”. "brush- fied, 


VALCO Publishing Co. * Dept 602 
ВОХ 70 New Rochelle, М.Ү. 10804 


Build big muscles ın just a few 
weeks. Gain up to % inch 
daily. Increase strength. Gain 


weight, Turn fat into muscle 
For details, send 354 (guaran 


teed) to 
Muscle Builders, Dept. 70003 


B0x3 2307. Louisville.Ky. 40232, 


56 


Stan Stasiak 


(Continued from Page 37) 


Stasiak throws an illegal heartpunch as 
Lothario is tangled in the ropes (above). 
Jose twists Stasiak's ankle, trying to pull 
him away from the ropes (below). 


smacked me across the face with 
the bi of his hand. I don’t take 
that from nobody. That guy wants 


to play rough, he better be 
prepared to take a real beating.” 
Brodie’s angered threats are 


echoed throughout the state. All 
the Von Erich brothers, David, 
Kevin, and Kerry, have grown 
accustomed to attacks. But 
Stasiak’s brutal tactics aré more 
than they're used to. 

“None of us are naive,” said 
David. “We've had our fair share 
of rulebreakers launching holy 
wars against us, and we've handled 
it pretty well. But Stasiak doesn’t 
have a heart. I mean, he doesn't 
have an ounce ôf heart’in his gut.” 

Wrestling schizophrenia is 
certainly not a new phenomenon. 
Many wrestlers find a change of 
scenery emotionally wrenching. 
But Stasiak goes even further, 
wrestling with a vengeance at 


times frightening. 

“He seems to want to kill 
people,” observed Kevin Von 
Erich. “He has a chip on his 
shoulder the size of the Rocky 
Mountains. I look forward to 
swatting the chip right into his pea- 
sized brain.” Я 

Stasiak’s senseless violence 
provokes an equally violent 
backlash from one of Texas’ 
favorites, Jose Lothario. 

Lothario is a kind, sensitive 
man. Beneath the warm exterior 
throbs emotion always on the 
verge of violence. Lothario has a 
long fuse. But watch out when 
it ignites, 

“Lothario?” Stasiak chuckled 
with contempt. “I wouldn't rate 
him a contender, ‘cept maybe 
sweeping floors after the match. 
Lothario isn't a wrestler but a 
punching bag. He's good to 
practice on. I don't know if Td even 
consider him a human being, much 
less a wrestler. Though from what 
I've seen of some Texas wrestlers, 
many of ’em don’t even qualify for 
humans. Lotta backwards 
wrestlers around here. 

“I heard Lothario can't even tie 
his own shoes. How does he ever 
expect to survive against me? I 
almost feel sorry for the guy.” 

Once Lothario heard Stasiak’s 
comments, he flew into a rage. 
“The last thing I want is for Stasiak 
to feel sorry for me,” he said. 
“There's a lesson to be learned 
here, and Stasiak is going to learn 
it. Can't wait to get my hands 
on him.” 

As usual, Stasiak insulted 
Lothario and immediately lashed 
into an illegal maneuver. But 
Lothario was more than ready. 
With dazzling precision, Jose 
bashed Stasiak from one end of the 
ring to the other. Since Stasiak’s 
belt was on the line, he fought back 
like a wildman. The bout 
eventually ended in a double 
disqualification. 

“Stasiak?” asked Lothario, 
mopping his brow. “He won't be 
champion for much longer.” 


Almost like а miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
— MIKE MARVELS SCIENTIFIC 150- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
‘Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, mag- 
nificently-powerful chest, powerful 
shoulders, strong stomach muscles and 
legs that will seldom tire! No Apparatus 
or Exercisers — your body is your-own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System devel- 
ops muscular strength 3 times faster 
than conventional methods! 


RDER NOW! 
оо! 10 Му MINUTES! 


Scientific isometries is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes just 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that 
will not tire you. No long hours of boring 
exercises with weights or costly appar- 
atus. Isometrics is the amazing discov- 
ery of West German scientists who found 
a new thrilling way to build powerful. 
strong muscles in 10 minutes а day. Each 
exercise is-done for only 10 seconds a 
day! Completely illustrated. 

MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC _ISOMET. 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 
— FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! 


NOTHING 
ELSE TO 
Buy! 


Y МА NO-RISK TRIAL COUPO! 


N 

| Mitt Marvel. Dept 361 -160 Amherst Street 
East Orange, New Jersey, 07019 | 

Jox. м vel. enclosed is my $5.00 Send me your 
entire Scientific losmetric Dynaflex System in one bool 
which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACT- 

l ING GIRLS.” | must agree that the Oynaflex method has l 
given me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in 

|" muscles, made me so чоп that 1 can be proud to I 

т. 


‘And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else 1 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my$5.00back—with no 1 
Questions asked upon return of the book. 


Mandated я 
‘ongress 

sone a Great 
American! 


THE OFFICIAL 
U.S. MINT 


NOW WEAR IT 
WITH PRIDE 


This U S Mint die-struck medal is the official bronze version of the solid 
gold medal presented to the Wayne family at The White House! Both the 
gold and bronze versions were authorized by Congress In a historic 
Special ане first time an American fim star has been honored by 


COMMEMORATIVE 
On a Matching 


an official congressional medal 


DAL, s samayta 


belt buckie The medal makes а stking conversation ресе beng ! 
19 ameter, almost as large as 2 silver dollar t's 1 unique ute 10 
The Duke fromthe entre nation һе loved! By wearing fhis ofc 
medal. you can show your commitment 10 those quanties wml Mak 


/ America great, the integrity and strength of the American spirit exem. 
ified by John Wayne in public and private But hurry. the number of 
uckles is limited by the availabilty of the medal 
‘Available in bronze or genuine silver plate 
John Wayne official bronze medal buckles are $9.98 each. For only $3 


ONLY s9 


only $9.98 each, plus $1 postage & nanding. 
SAVE: С Order two buckles for only $18 98. plus 


handing 
ан fve сме tor only S46. postage pad 
lease send me — 
ated with genuine silver for only $12 
anding 
SAVE“) Or 
4.98, plus $1 50 postage & handling. 
1 Orgar tve tor aniy 55. postage pad 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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(Е WESTPORT MINT. Dept. WWB.-95 , 60 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06887 


зе send me — John Wayne bronze medal belt buckles 

50 postage Total 

hn Wayne belt bucke(s) with he mêdal сауу 
plus $1 postage & © 


r мо buckles with silver plated medal or only 


more you may order the medal plated with genuine siver, a gleaming 
stern Mining Days. when a man wore his wealth 
е and person! But hurry, mall your order today 


stport Mint. 60 Wilton Rd.. Westport. CT 06887 


on his saddle, 
©1960 The 


И after receiving my order I'm not delighted. 1 may return t within 
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